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yielded a more severe clinical presentation than the other
viruses and occurred in epidemics, both during the winter
and in the end-monsoon period.56 13th Internationa
ries. ChiAC is a useful tool for evaluating the impact of the
rogram.
oi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.028
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Background: Toxocariasis is a worldwide parasitic zoono-
is caused mainly by Toxocara canis. This helminth invades
he eye and cause blindness. We aimed to describe clini-
al features and complications among patients with ocular
oxocariasis evaluated at a referral center.
Methods: Charts, retinographies and ocular ultrasound
tudies of patients with ocular toxocariasis were reviewed
rom 2000 to 2007 at Hospital Nacional Cayetano Heredia,
ima, Peru. The diagnosis of ocular toxocariasis was based on
he presence of typical clinical features and the absence of
n alternative diagnosis. Demographic and clinical features
ere evaluated.
Results: We report 16 patients, 9 females, the ages
anged from 7 years to 29 years (mean, 14.2 years). A history
f contact with a puppy was reported by 92%. The principal
ymptoms were visual loss (87.5%) and strabismus (37.5%), 2
ases (12.5%) presented leukocoria. The mean time between
he ﬁrst symptom and the ﬁrst consult was 1.6 year. The eye
undus exam showed the presence of peripheric granuloma
50%), posterior pole granuloma (37.5%) and vitreous retinal
ands (50%). Fifteen cases (94%) had unilateral involvement.
one of the patients had systemic manifestation. The com-
lications were tractional retinal detachment in 6 patients
37.5%), 5 of them were detected by ultrasonography, 1
ase (6%) glaucoma and 1 (6%) choroidal neovascularization.
erum ELISA for T. canis was positive for 12 patients (75%),
egative 1 patient (6%), and unknown 3 patients (19%).
osinophilia was found in 2 patients (15%). Four patients
ere treated with albendazole.
Conclusion: Ocular toxocariasis affects mainly children
nd young adults. This condition is unilateral in most cases
nd presents as a granuloma in the peripheral retina or in
he posterior pole. Serum ELISA for T. canis could help to
upport the diagnosis. The most frequent complication was
etinal detachment with signiﬁcant visual loss.
oi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.029
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Background: Pneumonia is among the main causes of ill-
ess and death in children <5 years of age. Viral etiological
ata based on molecular diagnosis of community acquired
neumonia (CAP) in developing countries are scarce.
Methods: We examined nasopharyngeal aspirates from
226 two-35 (mean 13.4) month old Nepalese children with
AP over a three-year period. The specimens were evalu-
ted for viral pathogens using RT-PCR.
Results: We identiﬁed 901 virus isolates in 872 (39.2%)
f the 2226 specimens, of which 325 (14.6%) yielded res-
iratory syncytial virus (RSV), 7.3% inﬂuenza (Inf) A, 5.8%
arainﬂuenza virus (PIV) 3, 4.4% PIV1, 4.0% human metap-
eumovirus (hMPV), 3.7% InfB and 0.7% PIV2. The children
nfected with RSV had more severe illness than other chil-
ren (including those infected with any of the other viruses);
SV being identiﬁed in 28.4% of the 127 children with lower
hest indrawing, in 17.9% of the 671 children with hypoxia
spO2 < 93%) and in 20.3% of the 625 cases with crepitations.
repitations were observed in 31.4% of children who tested
ositive for virus, in 27.9% of children who were negative,
nd in 40.6% of RSV cases. There were two yearly incidence
eaks of pneumonia during the two ﬁrst years of our study,
ne coincided with the end of the monsoon season in August-
eptember, the other occurred during winter. There was an
nd-monsoon, but no winter peak, during the 3rd year of our
tudy. The incidence of viral pneumonia followed the same
easonal pattern. We observed three distinct epidemics with
SV, all coinciding with the highest peaks of pneumonia.
Conclusion: RNA viruses are an important cause of CAP in
ur study children. The most commonly isolated virus, RSV,oi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.030
